Big Plate

National Museum of Art, Architecture and Design Oslo, Norway

Incidental Grandeur

Vestbanen is a void waiting to be charged. The modest size of the remaining landmarked station buildings is as absurdly disproportional to the scale of the site as it is to the importance of the National Museum. 

To incorporate the large building masses into this delicate context, museum and office functions are assigned to two separate volumes. They share the same urban density but can be developed and realized individually. 

The museum is a horizontal slab, the office building a diverse vertical volume. Both typologies are derived from the immediate physical and historical context. Both pay tribute to the neighbouring urban fabric and the landmarked station buildings. 

The Museum is Context

Assimilating to the scale of the station buildings in height, the museum fosters the dignity of the landmarks without dwarfing them. Its magnitude as a National Museum is developed in plane. Its vast footprint stems from the typologies of shipyards as well as train stations. It is modest in height but exuberant in plane.

The new museum occupies the entire site, there is no figure – ground relationship. There is no museum object but an all- embracing museum volume. The expansive footprint invigorates the existing public exteriors. There is an abundance of public space in the context. Triangular sculpture gardens charge the existing public spaces in front of the museum entrances.
The Open Public at Grade

The National Museum will stimulate intense urban density on the site. All public functions are at ground level. The public permeates into the museum through the open ground floor façade.

The flatness of the new museum is horizontal monumentality. It is a deep space illuminated by controlled natural light. The friendly gallery maze is an open system to be appropiated by the public in time.

A universal enfilade system provides total flexibility and unlimited but controlled access. The low hierachy of the spaces fosters incidental use and self-determination.

The Lofted Archive

The Lofted Archive is an indestructible container. It serves as a machine to preserve the cultural achievements of a society, which need to be stored and maintained. Its serviced by functional cores and illuminated by light shafts. It’s a heavy-duty workspace, forklift accessible.

Office Complex Business District Enhancer

The new office reclaims the vastland of the access road ramp and creates a viable connection across the barrier. It supports the urban character of Munkedamsveien. Its diversity in height allows sunlight to enter the street. The jagged outline of the building dissolves in the city silhouette without loosing significance. Despite its huge bulk volume it does not dominate the area.

Universal Design

The museum complex is an extremely horizontal building. All floors are completely handicap accessible. There are no differences in levels within the individual floors. Public exterior spaces are on street-level and are easily accessible. 

Sustainability

The proposal follows a far-reaching sustainable approach considering the entire life cycle of the building, including its production process, its operation and a possible conversion, reuse and even disassembly. The layout of the design provides maximum flexibility of the building to allow for a wide spectrum of possible alterations and ever changing functions. A maximum life cycle of a building is the ultimate measure to avoid environmental harm. The construction of the building applies long-lasting materials with a minimum carbon dioxide footprint. At this stage of the proposal the choice of construction elements cannot be specified without a verification of each individual element.

Low to no energy consumption is an unquestionable objective for this proposal. Maximum thermal insulation, natural illumination to reduce electricity consumption, minimum building envelope to reduce heat loss and - maximum footprint and roof surface - for maximum area for ground source heat pumps in the ground and solar energy panels on the roof.

