Oslo National Museum at Vestbanen

Oslo Vestbanen railway station is an extraordinary site where once passengers arrived on terminus for an immediate succeeding adventure to begin.
By considering possible functional, service and operational museum schemes, area potentials and constraints, we tried to develop a simple and efficient proposal, almost already prescribed, by reminiscent alley of poplar trees.

We propose a museum scheme, as a democratic platform, open to public from all sides of its footprint, with palette of all adjacent public areas,
The vault areas are protected museums heart. As a central part of the museum scheme, they are instantly connected to the continuous ring of various & flexible exhibition areas.
On top of the vault areas, just above the level of surrounding poplar trees, are studio workshops, with a direct daylight from entire Oslo panorama, for its working purposes.
As a contemporary reminiscent of its mechanical predecessor, the terminal train turntable. A public restaurant is providing a 360 screenshot, revolving around library and office areas residing in its centre.
The museums roof is an open space exhibition and event area, designed for future spectacular adventures. This Agora can be occasionally covered by an inflatable ETFE hemisphere of an 90m diameter /ETFE- high resistant fluorocarbon polymer, ex. as pneumatic panels, biodome Eden Project, Cornwall, England /. 
Oslo’s skyline new Dome, a monumental glitter ball. 
Site 

Our proposal is consuming just about 25 percent of the museums competition area.
Almost 75 percent of the site area, we are leaving to the potential future activities expansion. In the meanwhile we can try to introduce a Norwegian sculptural forest park, where artists and visitors investigate the coexistence of art and nature.
The new Museums Park will serve as a protection against coming winds from the open sea, creating a calm and contemplative atmosphere for arriving visitors.
Our scheme keeps all servicing circulation on site. Either for cars of visitors and employees, as for reception of art, both accesses are monitored and isolated.
Building
Visitors and Employees can enter the museum from arbitrary points of the site area, thanks to the vast circular podium, a substantial and imperial venue of mankind. Visitors are welcomed by the adjacent public venues of the entrance area, employees continue from access area control points, directly to the upper levels, according their occupation.
Endangered by the possible flood level, all the vaults areas are protected in the centre part of the museum building, in order to reduce the communication and establish an ideal transit for art; art is stored in levels vertically. It is literally poured in to an enormous protective funnel compartment, museums key element of the structure and media.
Media /Vaults Wall

By entering the museum, each Visitor is immediately struck by load of museums entire program. In the panoramic mirror reflection of the Vaults wall, the visitor almost dives into distorted world reflecting exhibition areas in upper levels of museum. The entire surface of the Vault wall is made of semitransparent mirror, with lights installed underneath. When the lights are on, the 22m high screen is performing scrolling latest news about the museum events, current and future exhibition. It is a constant Mirror of museums art exploration.

Exhibition areas

On the Orbit of Vault core, open and enclosed exhibition areas are positioned. Because of the central storage disposition, each exhibition Level is entirely autonomous. In benefit of the constant eye contact with the reflective wall, visible from each floor, the visitor can control almost the entire exhibition space from every floor level of the museum building.
The reflective wall helps to allocate diffuse light, from top into lover levels of surrounding exhibition areas.
Studio/workshops

On the top of the Vault core, we propose preservation department of the museum. A circular organised cooperative workshop, with panorama view. Preservation department remains so anchored directly to Vaults and Reception/Dispatchment areas of Art, by adopting rules of highest security Level.
Library/Office/Restaurant

The crown level based office & library areas results into a vast public roof amphitheatre. A revolving restaurant, a mechanical exploit of previous century, unfolds to its visitor the exciting horizon of Oslo’s panorama within a meal time.
Roof

The platform on top of the height of surrounding flora, designed for open air events.
With a module sculpture colonnade, the roof contributes to a new art perception, from various viewpoints of the harbour. By night, enlighten sculptures redefine Oslo’s skyline. A new Lighthouse is inviting guests to the banquet.
Structure

The building structure is structural concrete. The funnel shaped core, concede on strong podium, supported by four staircases and elevator cores. The Exhibition floors consist of structural metal grid suspended from the top level of the building. The entire exterior surface is concrete cladding with a minimum glass surface.
Energy

The building design and its interior volume perform a natural ventilation for its inhabitants, both art and visitors. During the summer period the cold air is soaked up from below the building, cooling the exterior wall and inner space, the hot air flows around the Vault core to the exterior, it is pulled by a natural chimney effect. In the wintertime the outer concrete wall performs a sun ray energy reception, as a surface radiant to help out the heating performance of interior areas.
Security Zoning

For security and distribution reasons, we propose a scheme, where both the entrance and top roof areas, are public accessible. The core of the building is totally inaccessible to public, adapting special security arrangements.

Level 1, the circular podium underneath the radial staircase of the building, consists of Reception and dispatchment areas restricted to public.

Level 2 is a semi visitor and exhibition area, followed by exhibition spaces on Levels3-5.

Level 6 are preservation areas connected to central vault system on Levels1-5.
Public library and office areas reside on the top roof level, with a revolving panorama restaurant ring. The visitors, employee’s car park and museums mechanical floor are situated in the buildings underground Level -1.
